
Aristotle and Dante 
Theme Power Point Presentation 

 

Instructions:  Prepare a 5-7 minute power point presentation on one of the 
themes in Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe. Discuss 
the author’s use of the theme in the novel, showing quotes and examples 
from the book.   
      
Content should include: 

• Short synopsis of the novel 

• Discussion of the theme you will be covering 

• Examples from the book where the author displays the theme, with explanation 

• Conclusion with review and synthesis 
 

Grades will be based on: 

• Content (Complete coverage of the topics listed above)  

• Presentation (which includes: eye contact, organization, vocalization, use of 
power point, creativity) 
 

Use the instructions on the back of this sheet for specific details  
 

Developing a Theme - it is the unifying element in a work, the author's view of some truth 
about life. In serious fiction, theme is the author's reason for writing the story. The author 
writes to reveal some aspect of the human condition. Since the author does not state the 
theme explicitly but lets it unfold through the other elements and their relationships to each 
other, you must discover the theme.  You may do this by reading closely, paying careful 
attention to details, and noting the following tips: 
 

1. Check the title for a clue. 

2. Check the major conflict and its outcome 

3. If there is a change in the protagonist, check this change and the motivation for it.  

4. Examine any symbols that are dominant in the work. 

5. Look at motifs and develop them into a more in-depth idea of the author’s message  
 

Remember that the theme must explain all the major incidents in the work. If your version 
explains some of them, you probably have only a sub-theme. And no incident can contradict 
the theme. If one does, your analysis of the theme is wrong. Once, you have discovered the 
theme, many topics for a presentation emerge. 
 

Example:    NOT a good example of an in-depth theme – Love 
       A better theme would be – Love can help you overcome many obstacles 
 

The projects will be sent to turnitin.com by _______________________ 
 

The projects will be presented on ___________________________ 



Set-up for Power Point Presentation 
 

• Use at least 18 point font 

• Plan on using 1-2 slides per minute for a total of 10-15 slides 
1. Start with a title slide, including the title of your presentation, and your 

name 
2. The second slide should be an outline of your presentation (what you’ll 

be covering) 
3. The next slide should present the book name, author’s name, and a short 

synopsis of the book in bullet points 
4. The fourth slide should present the theme from the book that you will be 

discussing with a bullet pointed explanation of the purpose of the theme 
in the book (what the author is trying to say with this theme)  

5. The next several slides should show quotes/examples from the book of 
how the author used this theme, with bullet pointed reasoning that 
explains how that quote represents the theme you’ve chosen 

• Write in point form, not complete sentences, unless listing a quote from the 
book in quotation marks 

• Your presentation should include at least 7 pictures that enhance or explain the 
ideas you are presenting 

• Avoid wordiness – use key words and phrases only 

• Make a strong conclusion 
1.  One slide to summarize the main points  
2. Add a second slide to synthesize your ideas in bullet points, relating the 

theme to the real world today 
3. Finish with a slide that says “The End” or shows that your presentation is 

concluded 
 
 


